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Very much in tune with the spirit of the age, the fort
was encompassed by mighty walls (3.80 metres thick
on the southern side, otherwise between 2.50 and
2.80 metres thick) and it boasted protruding towers,
with a fan-shaped layout, on its corners.

The fort’s various workrooms and the quarters for its
garrison were most probably built on two storeys and
were arranged around an open courtyard, abutting onto
the inside of its walls. They were supported by massive
pillars made of tuff and bricks, some of which have
been reconstructed and can be seen today standing in
their original location in the garden of the museum.

Based on the evidence gleaned from the material
found in excavations, and taking historical data into
account, the fort probably dates from around AD 300,
having been built during a period when the empire’s
fluvial borders were being consolidated.

It was probably garrisoned by a small contingent of
troops until at least the late 4™ century. In the course
of the 51 century, the fort was put to new uses: a store-
house was integrated into its south-eastern corner.

@ Burgus Haibach

Approximately 2.6 kilometres east of the Fort Boiotro, the
preserved remains of a small, late Roman fortification
can be found in the grounds of the municipal sewage
works. In the 4™ century, the Roman military erected

at this site a quadratic fortification (whose sides were
12.2 metres in length and whose walls were 1.3 metres
thick), which was protected by a ditch running around
its perimeter. A number of older finds on the site, dating
back to the middle period of the empire, suggest that
the Romans were already using the site at an earlier pe-
riod. Its immediate proximity to the banks of the Danube
and comparisons with other fortified facilities dating
from the late Roman period make it seem appropriate to
designate the structure a burgus. It should probably be
envisaged as having boasted three storeys. Its purpose
was both to police river-borne traffic and to guard the
road running along the banks of the river.

On the basis of the evidence provided by a number of
small finds, it seems probable that the burguswas in
use during the 4™/5™ centuries AD. During the Middle
Ages, a brick kiln and a lime kiln were constructed with-
in its square masonry walls.
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Batavis (Niedernburg)

ﬁ Rectangular, late Roman building (red)
and earliest church (grey)

ﬂ Foundations of the rectangular building beneath the
Church of the Holy Cross during the 1978 excavation

Fort Boiotro
ﬁ Ground plan of the Fort Boiotro

ﬁ Foundations of the south-western wall of the fort,
with medieval house wall (behind red line)

Burgus Haibach
ﬁ Model of the Burgus Haibach
ﬁ Burgus with medieval structural additions

Location of individual sites in the Passau urban area
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Additional information on the
World Heritage Site, and on its individual
component sites, can he obtained here:

Roman Museum Fort Boiotro

Lederergasse 43-45, 94032 Passau
+49 (0)851-34769, roemermuseum@passau.de
www.roemermuseum.passau.de

Opening times
15t March—15™ November, Tues.—Sun.,
10a.m.todp.m

Additional links

www.donau-limes.de
www.unesco.de
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Municipality of Passau, municipal archaeology
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THE DANUBE LIMES

For almost half a millennium, from the 1%t century AD right
through into the 5% century, the River Danube formed the
northern border of the Imperium Romanum, a border that
extended from its upper reaches all the way down to its
estuary in the Black Sea.

This “watery” border, stretching a good 2400 kilometres,
was guarded by a series of military facilities running like
pearls on a string along the right bank of the Danube and
connected to each other by a road. In the environs of the
larger forts, civilian settlements sprung up, many of which
came to form the nucleus of towns that exist to this day.
This “Danube Limes” was not just a border, it was also

an important transport route and, in addition, it formed a
zone in which contacts with the “barbarian” tribes living
on the other side of the border were maintained.

On July 31%, 2021, the roughly 600-kilometre-long west-
ern section of the Danube Limes — stretching from Bad
Gogging (rural district of Kelheim, Bavaria) to IZa (district
of Komarno, Slovakia) — was added to the list of UNESCO
World Heritage Sites.
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Passau is home to
three individual sites:

The remnants of the Roman settlement
which existed here from the 1%t to the 5%
century, but which are no longer visible,
lying as they do beneath the Niedernburg,
a former convent,

the Boiotro, a late Roman fort

and a guard post (burgus) in Haibach, which
similarly dates from the late Roman period.

Boiotro

A Batavis (Niedernburg)

The heart of Roman Passau was situated on the spit

of land between the Danube and the Inn or, to be more
precise, in the eastern part of this area between the
cathedral and the tip of the spit. Lying as it does at the
confluence of two great rivers, the unique topography of
the area attracted human settlement from an early date,
for it was both favourably situated for commercial traffic
and easily defensible.

Having subjugated the Alpine region in 15BC, the Romans
proceeded, step by step, to open up the Alpine foothills.

Around about the middle of the 1% century AD, a first
border was established on the Danube, and a small
military camp was built in Passau. All that remains to
us of this fort are parts of its defensive ditches in the
area of the Romer Square and the Lukas Kern Street.

In the latter part of the 2 century, the fort was abandoned,
and a civilian settlement (vicus) was built over the area,
consisting of long, narrow timber or half-timbered houses.

In the late 3" century, probably in the wake of a devas-

tating fire, the settlement was once again reconstructed.

Subsequently, towards the end of the 4th century, a
mighty, rectangular stone building was erected, with
rows of pillars running around its interior (inner
dimensions of roughly 24.3 by 14.2 metres), on the
location where today the Church of the Holy Cross
(Heilig-Kreuz-Kirche) stands.

Parallels with similar structures elsewhere suggest
that the building was a storehouse (horreum), which
can be assumed to have stood within the walls of the
Batavis fortification in late antiquity.

In the course of the centuries, the designation “Bat-
avis” was corrupted first to the term “Pazzawe” and
then to the modern name of the town, “Passau”.

@A Fort Boiotro

A short distance upriver from the confluence of the
Danube and the Inn, on the right bank of the latter and
not far from where the Beiderwieshach stream flows
into it, stands a late Roman fort, the Boiotro.

The remains of the fort were discovered by chance

in autumn 1974 in the course of building work for a
planned kindergarten on a plot of land belonging to the
Lederergasse 43. In the years following its discovery, a
series of systematic excavations were undertaken on
the site. Unusually for a Roman military facility, the fort
takes the shape of a slightly irregular trapezoid, whose
long side runs parallel to the Inn.

The Boiotro was surrounded by a trough-shaped de-
fensive ditch, roughly 8 metres wide. The only gate was
located roughly in the middle of the wall of the fort
facing the river. The area covered by the fort’s interior
comprises only about 1500 square metres. The form
taken by the fort’s defensive perimeter is typical for how
such things were constructed in late antiquity, while
standing in sharp contrast to the forts built in the
middle period of the Roman Empire.



